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Lesson 5 – Opening Leads 
 
After the contract has been reached, the LHO (left-hand opponent) of the Declarer makes 

the opening lead. After the lead card is placed on the table, the Dummy hand is shown. 
The opening lead often has a significant effect on the outcome of the game. Opening leads 

come with no guarantees. Even experienced bridge players will not always be right. 
Usually, you should lead the suit your partner bid, unless you have a good reason not to. 
Usually, you should avoid leading the suit your opponents bid. 

Usually, you lead from your longest, strongest suit (or a singleton against NT). 
First, pick the suit, then pick the card from that suit. Here are some guidelines: 

 
Against a No Trump Contract: 

1. Lead from your longest and strongest suit. 
2. Lead the top card of three or more touching honors.  
3. Lead the 4th highest card (counting down from the top card). 

4. Lead from the top of an interior sequence. (E.g., King/Jack/Ten – lead the Jack.) 
5. Lead the “top of nothing” (E.g., with top card being an 8, lead the 8.) 

 
Against a Trump Contract: 

1. Lead a singleton. (If partner can take the trick and return your lead, you can ruff 

with a small trump.) If partner bid a suit and you choose not to lead that suit to 
your partner, partner should realize that you are probably leading a singleton. 

2. Lead the highest card from a suit with a sequence of two or more touching honors. 
3. Lead the Ace from a doubleton. When you play the next card in that suit, partner 
may be able to take the trick and return the lead so you can ruff.  

4. With Ace/King or King/Queen plus more cards in that suit, lead the King first, then 
the Ace or Queen next. Usually, leading a King, promises either the Ace or Queen. 

5. Lead MUD (Middle Up Down). (E.g., with King/Ten/5, lead the Ten first; if it wins, 
then the King; if it wins, then the 5.) 

 
Why not lead an Ace? 

1. Aces are best used when they take opponent’s honor cards. If you lead an 

unsupported Ace (no King), you may be helping your opponents to build their suit. 
2. An Ace can be an entry back into your hand after building a different suit. 

 
When should you lead an Ace? 

1. If leading from a doubleton, lead the Ace. Lead the high card from a doubleton.  

2. A singleton Ace can be a good lead. It may unblock your partner’s suit. 
3. In a slam contract — it might be the only trick you get.  

4. If you have a long suit (5 cards or more) with an unsupported Ace and you have 
decided that’s your best suit to lead against a trump contract, lead the Ace, rather 

than a low card. If you lead low, it may be the opponent’s short suit, opponents 
could easily win that trick, and then they may be able to void that suit and trump 
your Ace later.  

5. An advantage of leading an Ace is that it usually takes the first trick. Then you can 
see the dummy hand to decide what is best to lead next towards your partner. 

6. Against a NT contract, leading an Ace is not usually a good idea, unless the contract 
is at a slam level. 


