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14 - Hand of the Week – Playing with my Crazy Partner, Mutt (or is it me?) 
 
You and partner are playing East/West.  
N/S are vulnerable. West is the dealer. 

 
 
Before looking at our actual bidding, think about how you and your partner would 
bid this game. On the next page, I will show you our bidding, but first, let me 
explain how it is when I play with Mutt. 

1. I play with Mutt once in a while, when my regular partners are not available, 
so we are not always “in tune” with each other’s bids. (Mutt is not his real 
name.) 

2. Mutt is a very smart bridge player. He generally gets a high score, even 
though he plays with many different partners. 

3. Mutt uses very few conventions. He does not use Stayman or Jacoby, for 
example. 

4. Mutt really likes to play in NT contracts. He prefers them to a major suit 
contract. His reasoning is that you have a better chance for a top board. For 
example, if everyone else bids 4♠ and makes 4, and he bids 3NT and makes 
4, he gets 10 more points than everyone else. However, it’s not always the 
wisest thing to do. If you bid 4♠ and make 4, you get a higher score than 
bidding 3NT and making 3. Because he plays the cards so well, he often 
makes an overtrick, so he prefers to gamble on a 3NT contract. 

5. Many of the players at our club have played with Mutt; he is well known and 
well liked. They all know his favorite game contract is 3NT. It’s become 
somewhat of a standing joke, but Mutt is proud of this and he has a good 
sense of humour. Before the games started, the director joked with me that I 
should prepare myself to accept that most of our game contracts will likely 
be in 3NT. We laughed. Mutt can be so predictable! 

6. One time before when I played with Mutt, he opened the bidding with 1NT. 
We ended up in a suit contract with me as Declarer. When he lay down his 
dummy hand, he had a singleton spade, three hearts, four diamonds and five 
clubs. After the game, I asked: “Could you explain why you opened 1NT with 
such an unbalanced hand?” His answer: “I had 17 points!” I shook my head. 
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Bidding: (I was playing West and I was the dealer. N/S did not bid.) 
W (me) 1♣ 13 HCP, no 5-card major 

E (Mutt) 2NT 
11 HCP. 2NT response should be showing 10-12 pts and no 4-card major. 
Did I mention that Mutt likes to play NT contracts? 😊  

W 3NT 

With any normal partner, I would have bid 3♣, but Mutt is not totally normal. 
My thinking: “Okay, Mutt, you like to play NT contracts, so here you go. 
With any other partner, I would not take a chance on 3NT. I know you would 
rather be in a NT contract than in clubs, so take it away! I sure hope you have 
some stoppers in those other three suits!” 

 
Actual Results (East/West viewpoint):  
Guess which E/W pair we were? The ones 
playing in 3NT, of course. Top board for us! 
Now how could that possibly happen? Perhaps 
you need to think about that for a minute 
before reading further. 
 
Computer-Generated Prediction:  
E/W can make 1NT (7 tricks), 3♣ or 3♠. Mutt 
should have gone down at least 2 tricks. So 
why didn’t he? 
 
What is there to learn from this game? 
Sometimes, you get lucky. Just because you 
get a top board, doesn’t always mean it was 
the best contract! Nor does it mean that you 
were smart. 
   This is what I tell my students: When 
analyzing games to see how you can improve, 
consider four factors before coming to any 
conclusion. 
1. Did you and your partner bid the best you 
could? 
2. Did the Declarer play his/her cards well? 
3. Did the defence play their cards well? 
4. Was the contract makeable? Were you 
lucky or unlucky? 
 
Opening Lead: This will explain it all. South 
led the ♥5. Against any other opponent, Mutt 
would have gotten a lead of either the ♥Ace or 
♥King. The lead will take the first trick, then 
South, seeing the dummy hand with the 
doubleton ♥Q/♥2, will see how easy it is to 
take 5 heart tricks immediately, followed by 
the ♠Ace. It might have been interesting to watch East’s expression as he sat there, 
mourning the thought that he is defenceless until South stops. 
 
Bridge should be fun. However, I feel a little bit sorry for the opponents, especially North 
who looked dejected when the first trick was taken with East’s lowly ♥9. This is one of my 
favorite sayings, especially applicable to bridge: “I always win. Either I win, or I learn.” I 
think South learned something that day – something that he’ll probably never forget. 


