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Lesson 2 – Focus and Teaching Points for Bidding Hands – “The Easy Way” 
(Note: These teaching points are for learning the bids without using Stayman & Jacoby transfers.) 
  
These teaching points apply to all 24 bidding hands: 
Open 1NT with 15-17 points and a balanced hand. 
Game level in 3NT requires 25+ pts total and Declarer will need to take 9 tricks to make the contract. 
As soon as Opener bids 1NT, Responder (Partner) categorizes his/her hand into one of these three 
ranges: 

1. 0-7 points – game is not reachable; usually pass; bid only with a 5-card major (which will 
become the final contract*) 

2. 8-9 points – game may be possible; bid a 5-card major (final bid, Opener cannot be sure if you 
have 0-7 or 8-9 pts so will leave it there*); with no 5-card major, bid 2NT (inviting to game) 

3. 10+ points – game should be there. With a 5-card major, bid at the 3 level. Opener can choose 
between a 3NT contract or 4♥ or 4♠. 
 
*Super-accepting – Opener can super-accept the major suit (bids 3♥ or 3♠) when he has 4 cards in the 
major suit and 17 HCP (the maximum 1NT opening hand and assured 9 cards in the major suit).  

Bids #1 - #8:     Focus: Opening 1NT and Responding with 0-7 points. 
 
Teaching Points: 

1. With a 5-card major, Responder bids 2♥ or 2♠. Opener will pass unless he can “super-accept.” 
2. With no 5-card major, Responder will pass. 

 
Bids #9 - #16:   Focus: Opening 1NT and Responding with 8-9 points. 
 
Teaching Points: 
 

1. With a 5-card major, Responder bids 2♥ or 2♠. Opener will pass unless he can “super-accept.” 
This will keep it simple for now.  

2. With no 5-card major, Responder bids 2NT. Opener will pass with 15-16 points and will bid 3NT 
with 17 points.  

Bids #17 - #24:   Focus: Opening 1NT and Responding with 10+ points. 
 
Teaching Points: 

1. With a 5-card major, Responder bids 3♥ or 3♠. Opener should consider this to be a forcing bid 
and choose one of these two options: Opener bids 3NT if s/he has only 2 cards in that major 
suit; Opener bids 4♥ or 4♠, with 3 or 4 cards in that major suit (an 8-card fit has been found). 

2. With no 5-card major, Responder bids 3NT, final contract. 
3. With a 6+-card major, Responder bids 4♥ or 4♠. Responder is guaranteed an 8-card fit in a 

major. Final contract. 
 


