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Workshop on Advanced NT Bids  
Review of Stayman & Jacoby. 
Responding with 4-5 in the majors,  
5-5 in the majors and dealing with interference 

All of the bids for this workshop start with the Opener bidding 1NT. 
Accurate communication between partners is crucial!  
Both partners need to be on high alert! Think of a fire engine coming at you! 

Responder is prepared and alert as soon as his/her partner opens 1NT. 
When responding, look for a fit in an 8-card major suit first; show point count next.  
Responder’s next bid should show point count and Opener should be anticipating the next bid! 

RESPONDER: Count your points and put your hand into one of these three categories and think about 
what it means to YOU and to your partnership: 

Points What Responder is thinking (how to think like a bridge player): 
0-7 pts NO GAME!  

It is highly unlikely that we have game, so I don’t need to push the bidding too high. 
I have only two choices on what I do next.  
→With no 5-card major, I simply pass. 
→If I have a 5-card major, I will transfer my partner into the major and pass, unless in the 
rare case when my partner “super-accepts.” If that happens, I must use my judgment. 
With so few points from me, there is a better chance for my partner to take 8 tricks in a 
major suit compared to taking 7 tricks in 1NT. This applies even if I have very few pts. The 
opponents could have as many pts as we do, or more. I know that there is a possibility that 
my partner may have only 2 of my 5-card suit and will have only 7 trump, but usually that is 
the better option. Unfortunately, I don’t have enough pts to do anything else. I cannot give 
my partner any choices. 

8-9 pts GAME IS POSSIBLE. 
There is a chance that we have game points. I need to show this by “inviting” my partner to 
game. 
If he has 15-16 pts, we probably don’t have enough pts. If he has 17 pts, we do. 
My partner will know my point count and will make the final decision on that. 
→ If I have a balanced hand without a 4-card major or a 5-card major, I will simply bid 2NT. 
→ If I have a 5-card major, I will transfer my partner to the major.  
Next bid is 2NT showing 8-9 pts (unless my partner “super-accepts”).  
(Partner knows what I have and can make the final decision.) 
→ If I have a 4-card major (but no 5-card major), I will use Stayman to ask if my partner has a 
4-card major. If we have an 8-card fit in a major, we should be in a trump contract. 
Next bid is 2NT if we don’t have a fit (or 3♥ or 3♠ if we do have a fit), showing 8-9 pts. 

10+ 
pts 

WE HAVE GAME! Together, we have game points so I must make sure we get there. 
If I have a balanced hand without a 4-card major or a 5-card major, I will simply bid 3NT.  
If I have a 4- or 5-card major, I will try to find an 8-card fit in a major suit using Stayman or 
Jacoby Transfer. 
Sometimes, we won’t get to game if we must settle on a minor suit, so we could end up 
stopping at 3♦ or 4♦ or 3♣ or 4♣, but that does not happen too often. We need 29 pts for 
game in a minor suit. 
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OPENER must also be alert to the responses from his/her partner and be able to interpret them 
correctly. Respond to Stayman or Jacoby, but also anticipate the next bid! 
This is what Opener should be thinking: 
If Responder shows 0-7 pts, Opener has very little to do. If Responder passes and opponents pass, you 
will not get a chance to bid again. Complete the transfer if Responder uses Jacoby. Wait to see what 
Responder does next and pay close attention! With 0-7 pts, Responder will pass after the transfer. 
You do have one option: if Responder transfers you to a major suit, and you have the maximum NT hand 
(17 pts) and 4 cards in the major, you can “super accept.” Do the transfer to the suit, as told, but instead 
of bidding at the 2 level, jump to the 3 level. Responder can use that information to make his next bid or 
pass. 
If Responder shows 8-9 pts, Opener should be considering game with 17 pts, probably not with 15-16. 
An invitation is not forcing, but if we have 25+ pts together, we should be in game.  
If Responder shows 10+ pts, Opener should realize they have game pts and should end up in 3NT or 4♥ 
or 4♠. Sometimes the bidding might stop at 3♦ or 4♦ or 3♣ or 4♣. You need 29 pts to consider game in a 
minor and you may get the message that either your partner has a very unbalanced hand or the 
opponents do and there could be danger in one or more suits, so a minor suit could be safer than 3NT. 

For this workshop especially, Responder should be aware that Opener who bids 1NT does not have a  
5-card major and can have only one suit with 2 cards. All other suits must have at least 3 cards. 

These bids require concentration. Partners must be super alert and apply logical reasoning. 

Opener knows this about Responder’s hand: 
With fewer than 8 pts, Responder cannot use Stayman.  
Logical deduction:  So, if Responder used Stayman, he MUST have 8+ pts. 

When Responder uses Stayman and you tell him your 4-card suit but Responder changes it to 2NT or 
3NT, Responder MUST have 4 of the other suit! Opener may know there is an 8-card major suit fit and 
Responder does not know that. Therefore, it’s Opener’s responsibility to determine the strain of the 
contract. (“Strain” refers to the five options of a contract -- ♣, ♦, ♥, ♠ or NT.) 

Responder knows this about Opener’s hand (opening 1NT): 
Opener has only 2 of one suit maximum. Opener must have 3 or more of the other suits. 
Logical deduction: When Responder has 5 of both majors, there is a guaranteed 8-card fit in one of 
them, maybe both.  
 
THEREFORE: 
When Responder uses Stayman or uses Jacoby transfer and then bids again, he MUST have 8+ pts. 

All of these bids below require 8+ pts. That should be clearly understood by both. 

(1) Using Stayman and then bidding a suit means Responder has not found an 8-card fit, but has 5 
in the suit he bid next. He has 5-4 in the majors. If Responder has found a fit in the majors, he 
will bid to the level based on his points: 8-9 pts = 3 level bid (inviting); 10+ pts = 4 level bid 
(game). 
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(2) Use Jacoby Transfer to transfer to hearts, then bid spades. This shows 5-5 in the majors. 
Responder should know that Opener has 3 in one major so there is a fit guaranteed. Opener 
needs to understand what message Responder is sending and find the fit!  

(3) To show 5-5 in the majors, transfer to hearts, then bid spades at the 2 level with 8-9 pts and at 
the 3 level with 10+ pts.  

(4) If Opener has a fit in both majors, he should choose the one with 9 trump if he has that fit. 
Opener should also consider which suit keeps his hand hidden (makes him the Declarer).  
 

Summary: 

With 0-7 points, you will either pass or transfer Opener into a 5-card major, if you have one. If you have 
two 5-card majors, pick the best one. You may take more tricks than you think. So be it. 

With 8+ pts, Responder has options: 
Use Stayman and then bid your 5-card suit = 5-4 in the majors. 
BUT … if Responder finds an 8-card fit, it is not necessary to bid the other suit. He just shows point count 
by bidding Opener’s suit again at the appropriate level 3♥ or 3♠ (8-9 pts) 4♥ or 4♠ (10+ pts). 
Opener may have 4 cards in both major suits; therefore, you may have 9 cards in spades, but agreed to 
the 8-card heart suit as you cannot depend on your partner having 4 spades, too. You might not always 
find the very best suit, but you do the best you can. So be it. 
Using Jacoby Transfer and then bid the other major suit = 5-5 in the majors.  
Responder knows for sure that Opener has at least 3 cards in one of those suits, maybe 4 cards in one of 
those suits, so there is an 8-card fit guaranteed. He does not need to ask for a 4-card major.  
The point count will be shown by the level of his next bid –  
            transfer to hearts first (Opener bids 2♥), then bid 2♠ = 8-9 pts or 3♠ = 10+ pts 
 

Important! Consider that you have more power with two 5-card suits so don’t be afraid to bid one level 
higher than you would otherwise. 

Bridge is a Partnership game!  

Responder will bid this way. Opener must know what it means!  

 With 5-4 in the majors, use Stayman first!  
 With 5-5 in the majors, use Jacoby then bid the other major!  
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Dealing with Interference from Opponents 

This applies only when Partner opens 1NT and there is an intervening bid by Opener’s Left-Hand 
opponent.  

 Responder is already alert and ready with a bid as soon as Opener has opened 1NT. 
 Responder counts his points and places his hand into one of the three categories, so he knows 

whether they do not have game pts, may have game pts, or definitely do have game points. 
Usually, even with an intervening bid, the partnership should get to the level as high as the 
points warrant.  

 Responder is aware if he has a 4-card major (will use Stayman if having 8+ pts) or a 5-card major 
(will use Jacoby even with 0 pts). 

 Responder is also aware if he has 5-4 or 5-5 in the majors as that may change his bidding 
slightly. 

Now what do you do if there is an intervening bid by opponent? That will make a difference! 
Consider that opponent’s bid has a different meaning from the same bid if you used it, because 2 level 
bids in response to 1NT are all codes. The opponent’s bid usually means a long, strong suit. The 
Responder’s bid at the 2 level means Stayman or Jacoby. 

 If Opponent bid 2♣ and Responder wanted to use Stayman, he can double to say “Stole my Bid.”  
o Opener will respond the same way as if Responder bid 2♣. 

 If Opponent bid 2♣, Responder can still use 2♥ or 2♠ as Jacoby Transfer. 
 If Opponent bid 2♦ and Responder wanted to use Jacoby to transfer to hearts, he can double to 

say “Stole My Bid.” 
 If Opponent bid 2♦ and Responder wanted to transfer to spades, he can still use 2♥. 
 If Opponent bid 2♥ and Responder wanted to use Jacoby to transfer to spades, he can double to 

say “Stole My Bid.” 
 If Opponent bid 2♠, Responder may have to bid a suit at the 3 level or pass. 
 Judgment is required sometimes as to whether you should pass or bid, but these bids give you 

some options to communicate with your partner. 
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CHEAT SHEET: 
Open 1NT with 15-17 HCPs and a balanced hand (no voids, no 
singletons, maximum of 1 doubleton) and no 5-card major.  
Responses to 1NT opening bid: 
(Using Stayman and Jacoby Transfer) 
Responder categorizes hand into 0-7 pts, 8-9 pts and 10+. With no 4+-
card major, bid 2NT (8-9 pts) or 3NT (10+ pts), unless your hand is very 
skewed in the minors. 
 With 0-7 pts and no 5-card major, PASS. 
 With 5+-card major and 0+ pts, use Jacoby Transfer: 
With 5+ hearts, bid 2♦, transferring to Hearts. 
With 5+ spades, bid 2♥, transferring to Spades. 
After transfer, Responder’s rebid with a 5-card suit:  
     ◦ Pass with fewer than 8 pts. 
     ◦ 8-9 pts, rebid 2NT – let Opener choose suit or NT 
     ◦ 10+ pts, rebid 3NT – let Opener choose suit or NT 
 With 6+-card major, use Jacoby, then rebid suit at  
    3 level (8-9 pts) or 4 level (10+ pts). (Count dummy pts.) 
 With 8+ pts and a 4-card major, but no 5+ card major, bid Stayman 
(2♣). 
Opener will answer to show major suit as follows: 
       2♥ means 4-card major in Hearts (possibly 4 spades also) 
       2♠ means 4-card major in Spades (denying 4 hearts) 
       2♦ means no 4-card major 
Responder’s next bid after using Stayman and using Opener’s rebid to 
determine fit in a major:  
    With 8-card fit in major, raise the suit to 3 Level (8-9 pts)  
    or 4 Level (10+ pts). 
    With 8-9 pts and no 8-card fit in a major, bid 2NT. 
    With 10+ pts and no 8-card fit in a major, bid 3NT. 

 With 10+ pts, Responder should ensure reaching game at 4♥ or 4♠ 
or 3NT. (Game in minor 5♣ or 5♦ req’s 29 pts.) 
*Note: If Responder has 16+ pts, a slam contract should be investigated. 
 
Advanced Bidding: (Simple method) 
With 0-7 pts, follow the same rules above. 
With 5-4 in the majors and 8+ pts, Responder bids Stayman, then the 5-
card major if there is no fit found. 
With 5-5 in the majors and 8+ pts, Responder bids Jacoby: 2♦ (transfer 
to hearts), then 2♠ (8-9 pts) or 3♠ (10+ pts).   
When an opponent interferes with the bidding, a “double” by 
Responder means “stole my bid.” Opener bids as if Responder made 
exactly the same bid as the opponent did. The stolen bid has a different 
meaning when it comes from the overcaller compared to the 
Responder. 

 


