#25 - Hand of the Week – March 3, 2018
Can you correct an error in bidding? If so, how?
You and partner are playing East/West.
Dealer West. NS Vulnerable

See the bidding below and see if you
can spot the error. When you do, how
could it be fixed?

See next page for bidding analysis, actual results with real players, the computergenerated prediction and thoughts on what you can learn from this game.
Bidding: (One possible scenario to show how players analyse the bidding.)
W
1♥ 19 HCP, showing 5 hearts, 12-21 pts
N Pass 6 HCP
E
S
W
E
W
E
W
E
W

11 HCP, showing 10+ pts with standard bidding rules (same bid if using 2/1
bidding, showing 4+ diamonds and game force)
Pass 4 HCP (N and S pass throughout)
Showing 18-19 pts (if using 2/1 bidding, bid 3♦ showing diamonds, keeping it
2NT
slow, still allowing for 3NT as a bid, or bid 2NT showing stoppers in all suits)
4♥ Show fit in hearts.
4NT Blackwood, asking for Aces
2♦

5♦
5NT
6♠
7♥

Asking for Kings
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It is not difficult to guess which pair we
were with the bidding shown!
I will not say whether I played West or
East. I will keep that a secret.
Actual Results (East/West
viewpoint):
Top board for E/W was Pair #6, bidding
6♥ and making 6.
Lowest board for E/W was Pair #10 (yes,
that was us).
Not sure how one pair ended up making
only 5♥. Must have been sleeping. It was
an easy game to play. There is only one
loser, to the ♦Ace.
Most stopped at 4♥ which is a surprise.
Computer-Generated Prediction:
E/W can make 6♥ or 6NT, the latter
giving a slightly higher score which is
very important for duplicate players.
However, no one ended up in a NT
contract, possibly nervous about the
♣Ace singleton.
What is there to learn from this
game?
Now, I will show how to correct the
bidding.
East made a mistake bidding 5♦ in
response to Blackwood, showing 1 Ace.
West concluded they had all the Aces, so asked for Kings. Finding out that they had all
Kings, West bid to the 7 level, which is how it is supposed to work.
However, East realized the mistake immediately, so still had time to correct it. What s/he
could have done is show only 2 Kings by bidding 6♥ instead of 6♠ in response to 5NT. That
way, West would believe that they were missing a King and should end up at 6♥, not 7♥.
Quick thinking would have given them a tie for top board. Ah well, there’s always next time!
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